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To the publishers at Allen and Unwin, 
 
RE: "The Forest Wars” book by David Lindenmayer 
 
Many of Forestry Australia’s members, including myself, have recently read the book “the Forest 
Wars” by Professor David Lindenmayer, noted the associated comments made by the author at 
his book launches, and have become sufficiently concerned to write to you. 

Forestry Australia members have been appalled by the tone of the writing and factually incorrect 
personal attacks the author makes on forestry professionals, Traditional Owner groups and our 
association, Forestry Australia, including comments that seek to undermine our professional 
integrity.  

The book’s claims against our members are not insignificant, including that they operate without 
scientific rigour, and participate in misleading conduct. We are concerned about the broader 
reputational impacts of these unfounded narratives. These claims include that Forestry Australia 
produce “so-called fact sheets replete with disinformation” (pages 41 and 204), and that “Forestry 
Australia has consistently ignored the well-established science” (p. 204). Further, the claim that 
“The head of the Victorian branch of Forestry Australia has urged the adoption of forest 
gardening in the tall, wet forests of Tasmania” (p. 61) is false. 

We invest considerable expertise, time, and care into ensuring every statement, opinion piece, 
media release and position statement Forestry Australia produces is supported by scientific 
evidence and lived experience. Similarly, the approaches that underpin forest and fire 
management are based in scientific and practical evidence. That Professor Lindenmayer has 
publicly stated otherwise within his book is damaging and patently false. 

We do not write this correspondence lightly. Forestry Australia supports and encourages 
respectful and robust scientific debate. In fact, it is our firm belief that insightful, inclusive and 
considered decision making regarding forest management is best served by moving beyond 
conflict to this space of robust scientific debate. This can only be achieved through fair 
consideration of all the scientific evidence, including Traditional Owner knowledge, rights and 
aspirations, whilst acknowledging lived experiences and differences in opinion about how best to 
manage our wonderful forests.  

Unfortunately, the book does not contribute to a constructive debate, instead it offers simplistic 
narratives on complex forest science, presents errors of fact, dismisses the views of experienced 
professionals without reasonable reference to evidence, fails to reference the scientific literature 
that provides counter-evidence to the narrative and rejects the rights of Traditional Owners to 
make decisions about how to care for their Country. 
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Just one of the many examples relates to the argument that native forest logging increases 
bushfire risk and is therefore largely responsible for the greater incidence and extent of 
damaging bushfires in recent decades. This is presented in the book as though it is an irrefutable 
truth, based largely on the author’s own 2020-2021 research. However, the book completely fails 
to mention Government reviews in both NSW and Victoria, as well as two peer reviewed scientific 
studies co-authored by bushfire science specialists (ie. Bowman et al 2021 and Keenan et al 2021), 
which all report contradictory findings of no link between logging and increased bushfire risk.  

This is just one of many areas where the book misleads readers. Other areas include forests and 
climate change mitigation; the sustainability, regulation and monitoring of timber production; 
timber industry economics including timber imports, plantations and eco-tourism.  

To unpack our detailed concerns with the book’s treatment of particular topics would be 
impractical within this brief letter. However, we would be happy to discuss these further.  

It is regrettable that there was no opportunity for discussion before our organisation was named 
in your published work. As such, we request that Allen & Unwin engage with Forestry Australia 
before considering publishing any future works that refer to our organistion. We also highlight 
our open door to positive discussions on the future of Australia’s forests. 

We are open to positive engagement on the future management of Australia’s forests, and 
would welcome further discussion on this matter, via Dr. Michelle Freeman (details below). 

Kind regards, 

  

Dr. Michelle Freeman 
President, Forestry Australia 
E: president@forestry.org.au 
P: 0409 130 167 

 

 
 

Forestry Australia (formerly the Institute of Foresters of Australia) is a non-profit professional association, 
that has represented and provided professional development for the nation’s forest scientists and forestry 
practitioners since 1935. Collectively, our 1,200 members have high levels of scientific knowledge coupled 
with practical operational expertise in active and adaptive management of native forests and plantations 
for a range of values. Our members are academics, researchers, field-based scientists and other 
professionals working in wood production, conservation, forest restoration, forest fire management, First 
Nations land management and urban forestry, and including private forest growers. 
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