
Welcome to the 
Wildside 

G‟day all and welcome to 

the 8th issue of „Welcome 

to the Wildside‟. This 

newsletter is produced by 

David Lindenmayers re-

search team at the Fenner 

School of Environment 

and Society at the Austra-

lian National University. It 

is our aim to ensure that all 

our research partners such 

as yourselves are up to date 

with our work. 

Over the last 6 months the 

team has been flat out 

checking nestboxes on the 

Southwest Slopes of NSW 

and surveying for birds and 

reptiles at Jervis Bay, the 

Central Highlands and 

North East of Victoria, the 

NSW Riverina and up the 

western slopes from Henty 

NSW to Warwick Qld. 

While logistically this has 

been challenging, given the 

vast distances and the ex-

tremely wet conditions, it 

has also been a great ex-

perience to see so much 

country and some amazing 

wildlife. 

Me near Warwick Qld with 

a Bandy Bandy snake. 

We again would like to 

thank all involved in our 

studies, particularly all 

those landowner that allow 

us onto their wonderful 

properties. From the team 

have a safe and merry 

Christmas. 

Greetings from the Editor (Mason Crane) 

“Forest Phoenix –How a 

great forest recovers after 

fire” is new book release 

from our research team. 

The book tells the story 

through images and text of 

the remarkable recovery of 

the tall forests after the 

2009 Victorian fires. 

For over 20 years our team 

has been researching the 

forests of the Central High-

lands of Victorian. With 

the advent of this major 

fire it has provided us an 

unique opportunity to bet-

ter understand the role it 

plays in these wet forests. 

New book “Forest Phoenix” 
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Over the last couple of 

months the team has been 

clocking up the miles carry-

ing out reptile and bird 

surveys across the Box-

Gum Stewardship Study.  

Between Warwick, Qld and 

Henty, NSW we recorded 

over 40 species of reptile 

(10 gecko, 3 legless lizard, 4 

dragon, 17 skink, 9 snake, 1 

goanna and 2 turtle spe-

cies), 11 species of frogs 

and 4 small mammal spe-

cies, (yellow-footed an-

techinus, common dunnart, 

fat-tail dunnart and narrow

-nose planigale). On the 

bird front there has been 

well over 100 species. 

While it has been hard 

work for the team, with 

the long days and early 

starts, it has also been very 

rewarding indeed. 

We look forward to moni-

toring the changes on these 

Stewardship sites over the 

coming years. 

sions for the curl snake and 

tessellated gecko. We also 

recorded pink cockatoos, 

Australasian bittern and 

brolgas (with chick). This 

project will continue for 

another five years thanks to 

a grant from the Australian 

Research Council and fi-

This year we conducted 

reptile, bird and vegetation 

surveys and despite the 

floods, we recorded many 

interesting species, includ-

ing large numbers of bark-

ing marsh frogs, a crucifix 

frog, breeding fat-tailed 

dunnarts and range exten-

nancial support from the 

ANU and Murray CMA. 

Surveys will be conducted 

every two years recom-

mencing in 

2012. 

Box-Gum Stewardship Reptiles and Birds 

Murray Biodiversity Monitoring Study (Damian Michael) 

All our results together 

with the results from other 

relevant research are cur-

rently in the process of 

being put together in a 

book to be launched in 

2011. 

The study has almost been 

running for 10 years,  and 

is entering a long-term 

monitoring stage, where we 

can look at the  changes in 

wildlife  populations over 

time. This is an interesting 

point in time given the last 

10 years of drought and 

that it appears we are in for 

a few wetter years ahead. 

Through 2011 we will again 

be surveying for reptiles, 

birds and possums across 

the study and remarking 

sites 

What’s next for the Southwest Slopes 
Restoration Study 

The Southwest Slopes Res-

toration Study was setup in 

2001 to assess the effects 

of farm tree plantings on 

wildlife. The study covered 

an area between Junee and 

Howlong.  Since then the 

we have gained some  in-

teresting results and seen 

the project evolve to exam-

ine other aspects of wildlife 

conservation on farms. 
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Thick-tail Geckos near 

Wagga Wagga  

Narrow-nose Planigale found 

under tin near Bonshaw 

Crucifix Frog near Jerilderie 

Tree Plantings near Tarcutta 

Fat-tail Dun-

nart near 

Conargo 

Red-napped Snake near 

Stanthorpe 



Surveying for Reptiles– what works best (Damian Michael) 

Staff  Profile: Scott Lucas 

August Nestbox Survey 

Over the past 12 years we have been 

placing artificial substrates such as 

railway sleepers, stacks of corru-

gated iron and roof tiles on study 

sites to assist us in monitoring frogs, 

snakes, lizards and small mammals. 

The arrangement of different sub-

strates is called a monitoring station, 

and we currently have over 1,400 of 

these stations located between War-

wick in Qld and Yea in Victoria. 

After the substrates have been in 

place for a season, frogs and reptiles 

start to shelter in them. Different 

species prefer different substrates, 

for example, we find legless liz-

ards more often beneath the tiles 

and marble geckos more often 

beneath the sheets of iron. Differ-

ent species also use different parts 

of the sleepers, for example, frogs 

and terrestrial geckos use the bolt 

holes, and small nocturnal snakes 

such as the curl snake and 

Dwyer‟s snake shelter in the crev-

ices. 

However, some species rarely use 

substrates and are only detected 

through actively searching available 

habitat. Contrary to belief, the sub-

strates rarely attract brown snakes, 

over the past 12 years (and a mas-

sive 35,000 substrate checks) we 

have only encountered large ven-

omous snakes beneath the sub-

strates on 6 occasions.  

study and RTA nestbox moni-

toring study. 

The likelihood of a nestbox 

being used varies from site to 

site. Some areas squirrel gliders 

commonly use boxes, some 

sites it is ringtail possums that 

are common and others it is 

antechinus etc. Interestingly 

birds seem to prefer boxes in 

isolated patches (away from  

brushtail possums, which we 

have found to predate on 

nestlings).  

With the exception of the 

multi-purpose boxes  in 

the Junee study (where 

7% of boxes had long-

eared bats) no bats have 

been detected in bat boxes. 

One Gould‟s Wattled Bat 

was found in a possum 

box. 

Through August this year the 

team has checked over 300 

nestboxes across the South-

west Slopes of NSW. The 

nestboxes have been designed 

for a variety of wildlife, such 

as bats, possums, parrots, and 

treecreepers.  

 This study comprises of 3 

smaller studies, the Gundagai 

nestbox study, the Junee 

Landcare Group nestbox 

Parks and Wildlife at Tumut, 

the then, Hume Rural Lands 

Board and the  Murray CMA, 

both around the Albury area. 

Scott also spent some time 

working in Western Australia 

for the Leschenalt Catchment 

Council. Much of this work 

has focused around pest ani-

mal management. 

The idea of the staff profile 

is so you can get to know 

some of the many people 

involved in our research 

team. 

Scott grew up on a dairy farm 

at Nathalia, which he man-

aged for a few years before he 

left to study at CSU in Albury.  

Scott has worked for National 

Scott enjoys spending 

time with his 3 chil-

dren,  fishing and 

camping. 

Over the next 12 

month he will be work-

ing across all our major 

projects. Scott brings to 

the team good plant, reptile, mam-

mal and bird ID skills and a wealth 

of practical knowledge. 
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Typical monitoring sta-

tion, insert Green Tree 

Frog near Warwick 

Ringtail possum in nest-

box and Wattled bat both 

near Woomargama 



Feb -Checking Junee, Gundagai and  

 RTA nestboxes. 

Feb - -Replacing infrastructure and re                

May marking sites on Nanangroe and  

 SWS Restoration Studies. 

Feb - Setting up the Box –Gum Grazing Study 

May 

Jun -Restoration and Nanangroe possums 

 

For any further information or general inquiries, 

please phone us or drop us an email. 

policies and incentives. 

With the Dept of Sustain-

ability and Environment 

Vic, we participated in a 

field day in the upper 

Murray and at Miepole pre-

sented a talk with the Dept 

of Primary Industries Vic. 

Some of our results have 

been published in a new 

book “Temperate Wood-

land Conservation and 

Management” editored by 

David Lindenmayer, An-

drew Bennett and Richard 

Hobbs, available from 

CSIRO Publishing. 

Our 2011 calendar this year 

Over the last 6 month the 

group has again been active 

communicating the results 

of our research and raising 

environmental awareness in 

our communities. 

Over the last few months 

we have conducted spot-

light walks with CMAs , 

Schools and community 

groups at Crowther, 

Gundagai, Adjungbilly and 

Brungle.  

We recently had a work-

shop in Albury with 

Murray CMA to discuss 

our results and how they 

might be relevant to their 

feature a number of our 

different studies and some 

of the results so far.  

Plenty of kids on the Mar-

supial Nightstalk at Gunda-

gai, during the Turning 

Wave Festival. 

Spreading the Word 

Mason Crane 

Phone: 0427770594 

E-mail: masoncrane@yahoo.com 

 

Damian Michael 

Phone: 0427770595 

E-mail: damianmichael@optusnet.com.au 

 

Geoff Kay 

Phone: 0457770517 

E-mail: kay.geoffery@gmail.com 

Thanks to 

Further Information 

Planned field surveys for the 
next 6months 


