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Spreading the Word
Communication is something the team
sees as being very important, this year
we have again produced numerous sci-
entific papers and other publications. If
you are interested in viewing these, visit
David Lindenmayers home page for  a
comprehensive list of papers or contact
Damian, Mason or Rebecca .

Weaving the Woodland Web -
2009 Calendar

Weaving the Woodland Web is the
third  calendar  the  team has produced.
With  the  major  contributors  being
Damian  Michael  and  Rachel  Muntz.
The  calendar  will  again  be  “free”and
will  be  distributed  through  RLPB

offices  and  selected  stock  and  station
agents. All partners in our research will
be sent a copy. This calendar has been
kindly  co-sponsored  by  the  Murray
CMA.

On Borrowed Time -
Interactive education

Resource

On Borrowed Time- CD was produced
by  CSIRO  Publishing  (based  on  our
research)  and  is  being  distributed  to
every school in Australia.

Bongongo School Bird
Survey

 In  September  Rebecca  Montague-
Drake assisted the students of the Bon-
gongo Public  School  to  set  up  a  bird
monitoring  programme.  The  aim  was
to determine the responses of  birds to
the  recent  tree  plantings  students  had
undertaken around the school grounds.

If  you  are  thinking  of  conducting  a
similar activity at your school,  we are
more than happy to help out with talks
or by offering expertise when we can.

Wildlife Workshops

In October  the team ran a two day
wildlife  workshop  with  the  Murray
Catchment  Management  Authority
staff.  The  aim  of  the  project  was  to
exchange knowledge and ideas on bio-
diversity management in the catchment
and create a better understanding of the
research undertaken by the ANU.

G'day all and welcome to our forth issue of 'Welcome to the
Wildside'. This newsletter is put out by David Lindenmayer's
research team at the Australian National University. It is our
aim to ensure that all  our research partners,  such as your-
selves, are up to date with our work around the area.

Over the last year we have been focusing our efforts on field
work in the Southwest slopes and Riverina studies, particu-
larly in the Murray Catchment. It has been a massive effort
for the team to set up the 110 new sites in the Murray Riv-
erina and survey them together with the 212 sites  on the
slopes,  for  reptiles,  possums,  vegetation  and  4  times  for
birds, all within 11 months.

Currently in Canberra our statisticians are going through our
data working on a number of projects, one project is examin-
ing what are the important characteristics of  tree plantings
for bird diversity and some individual species.

Next year we are hoping to begin a new wildlife on farms
type book and conduct some more surveys in the Nanangroe
Study, as well as in the Riverina and Southwest Slopes. Until
then thanks again for your support and have a merry christ-
mas and a happy near year.

 
Mason Crane

Greetings from the Editor
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Spring bird surveys
across the SW Slopes
and Murray Riverina

Again  we  surveyed  birds  across  300
plus  site  across  the  Southwest  Slopes
and  Murray  Riverina.  By  conducting
the survey in spring, it allows us to pick
up  the  summer  migrants  such  as  the
Bee-eater. Due to much of the Riverina
and beyond being extremely dry,
 There was a big influx of western birds
on  the  slopes,  particularly  white-
browed  woodswallows.  Other  western
species  we  found  on  the  slopes  were
crimson chats, budgerigars , cockatiels
and  pink  cockatoos!!  (at  Junee  and
Book Book near Hume Highway).

Pink Cockatoo 

Even with the extremely dry condi-
tions in parts of the Riverina, it was still
encouraging to see some birds hanging
about and even some breeding.

Crimson Chat 

 Reptile surveys across
the SW Slopes and

Murray Riverina

It seems every time we do a reptile sur-
vey  that there is one or two species that
are having a big year, where they seem
to be turning up everywhere. This year
it was the year of the leg-less lizard and
the sliders (Leristas). 

Pink-tailed Worm Lizard

Doing reptile surveys in the riverina
allowed many of us in the research
team to encounter some new species
such as the hooded scalyfoot, the tesi-
lated gecko and even a fat-tail dunnart.

Fat-tailed Dunnart

On the slopes we found big numbers
of olive leg-less lizards, particularly in
tree plantings. We also got a pink-tailed
worm  lizard  near  Howlong,  a  threat-
ened species which spends most of its
life in ant holes.

Woodmulch Slider

Cricky!! Rebecca and Sachiko holding an
olive leg-less lizard near Gunadagi 

Sliders  a  genus of  skink  known as
Lerista, turned up more commonly on
the  slopes  than  usual  and  were  also
locally  common in some areas  of  the
riverina.  Sliders  spend  most  of  their
time sliding through the leaf litter, top-
soil and sand, hence their name. On the
slopes  we  found  Bougenville's  skink
(lerista bougenvillii) around nesthill and
Gerogery hill and the woodmulch skink
(lerista mulleri) around Wantabadgery,
which is at the most eastern part of its
range.  In  the  riverina  the  woodmulch
skink was locally common around Con-
argo and Moulamien.

Mason Crane

Critter Files: White-browed

Woodswallow 

During the  spring bird  surveys across
the South West  Slopes,  an abundance
of  White-browed Woodswallows were
noted. By now, many of you will have
seen  these  attractive  little  birds  that
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travel,  and  roost  together,  in  large
flocks. They have a beautiful chestnut
brown breast and belly and blue-grey
back,  but  perhaps  their  most
distinguishing  feature  is  their
prominent  white  eyebrow.  Their
constant  communication  with  each
other (a variety of chattering, scolding
and  some  mimicry)  and  high-energy
foraging  antics  means  that  they  are
easily  observed.  The  White-browed
Woodswallow  mainly  eats  insects,
both on the ground and from trees, but
also  has  a  divided,  brush-tipped
tongue  that  can  be  used  to  feed  on
nectar  from  flowers.  White-browed
Woodswallows are real travellers and
pairs,  small  parties,  and  sometimes
flocks  of  thousands  wander  around
inland  Australia,  tending  to  move
north  to  the  Northern  Territory  and
central  Queensland  in  winter  and
south in spring to nest. Their heartland
is  the  area  centered  on  the  Murray-
Darling Basin.

What Can You Do?

·Encourage eucalypt health (minimise
stock  activity  under  trees,  fence
remnants,  conduct  enhancement
plantings in remnant woodland);

·Create  a  ground  layer  with  ‘inter
tussock’  grass  spaces  (encourage
native  tussock  grasses  and  control
exotic  perennial  grasses  in  remnant
patches).

·Prevent  insecticide  spray  drift  onto
woodland remnant patches.

·Welcome these little nomads:  large
numbers are a sign of a good season!

Islands in a sea of
grass

Granite outcrops, or inselbergs (island
mountains) are globally significant in
terms  of  conserving  endemic  plants
and  reptile  diversity.  Unique  plant
communities and reptile fauna can be
found living in these seemingly hostile
environments.  For  example,  over  20
species  of  reptile  are found nowhere
else but on a handful of  granite out-
crops in remote parts of Australia. In
south-eastern  Australia,  small  insel-

bergs are a common sight in agricul-
tural landscapes. Unfortunately, many
of these have been subjected to quar-
rying,  over  grazing,  past  land  clear-
ance,  soil  nitrification, rabbit  erosion
and weed infestation. However, due to
their  rocky  nature,  many  interesting
plants inaccessible to stock often sur-
vive,  and  specialised  rock-dwelling
lizards  such  as  the  Crevice  Skink
Egernia striolata thrive. 

Granite Outcrop

We studied 50 granite outcrops in the
south-western slopes of  NSW during
the summer of 2007.  Plants and rep-
tiles were recorded within a 200 m x
200  m  grid.  Despite  drought  condi-
tions a number of  locally rare plants
were  found,  including  an  unusual
Bushpea Pultenea platyphylla; discov-
ered  growing  near  Gerogery.  The
threatened  Woolly  Ragwort  Senecio
garlandii was  found  growing  near
Wagga  Wagga,  along  with  a  small
population  of  Acacia  penninervis.
This  locally  rare  wattle  also  occurs
near  Walbundrie.  Several  outcrops,
near  Walla  and  Henty,  contained
Quandongs  Santalum  acuminatum
and  one  outcrop  near  Tabletop  Mt.
contained some Rock Correa  Correa
glabra. In total we recorded 197 plant
species and 18  reptiles.  Native forbs
and  grasses  were  more  common  on
large  inaccessible  outcrops  and
because of the lower soil nutrient lev-
els contained fewer broad leaf exotics
and pasture grass.

Tree crevice skink

In addition  to  interesting plants,  dis-
tinct  woodland  vegetation  communi-
ties occur on granite outcrops depend-
ing  on  topography,  mineral  size,
chemical  composition  and  soil  type.
These communities include; (1) Box-
Gum woodland, 2) Tumbledown Gum
E.  dealbata -  Currawang  Acacia
doratoxylon woodland;  3)  White
Cypress  Pine  Callitris  glaucophylla
woodland  and,  4)  Drooping  Sheoak
Allocasuarina  verticillata woodland.
The  variety  of  microhabitats  granite
outcrops  provide  have  enabled  a
diverse  array  of  plant  species  to
evolve with dry (living on rock plat-
forms)  or  wet  conditions  (living  on
soaks).  Moisture  gradients  can  vary
steeply over a few metres depending
on shade levels,  soil  depth,  drainage
and  aspect.  With  the  exception  of
cryptogams,  lichens and mosses,  few
vascular plants are able to survive on
rock surfaces, but  some species such
as  Rock  Ferns  Cheilanthe  sp.  and
Rock  Isotome  Isotoma  axillaris are
quite at home growing from cracks on
exposed rock faces.

Woolly Ragwort

One  interesting  finding  which  has
management  implications  was  the
negative  effect  dense  eucalypt
regrowth  had  on  reptile  and  plant
diversity.  Dense  regrowth  can  occur
from past  logging activities  (coppice
regrowth),  seedling  germination  (a
result of grazing suppression) or wild-
fire.  We  found  dense  stands  of  tree
regeneration,  especially  Callitris  sp.,
produced high levels of canopy shade.
This had a profound effect on overall
reptile  diversity  and  abundance,  but
especially  rock  specialists  such  as
Egernia  striolata. This  finding  has
implications  on  the  future  design  of
tree plantings in areas with granite, as
high  density  plantings  may  compro-
mise  the  ecological  values  of  such



Friday, December 05, 2008

sites,  by shading out  basking locations
and  reducing  foraging  resources.  It  is
therefore  preferable  to  enhance  native
ground  cover  species  (by  controlled
grazing  or  re-introducing  certain  spe-
cies), planting locally native shrubs and
establishing  overstorey  species  at  low
densities (e.g. 30 trees per hectare). 

Granite outcrops are resilient yet fragile
environments  which  support  a  diverse
array of species no longer found in the
surrounding cleared landscape or heav-
ily grazed lowland remnant vegetation.
Future  management  of  inselbergs  will
vary depending on geomorphology and
landscape position, but immediate con-
servation  measures  such  as  protection
from stock,  controlling invasive weeds
and  pest  animals  and  implementing
appropriate  fire  regimes  may  be  ade-
quate to rehabilitate many sites and help
preserve reptiles in production areas.

Damian Michael

About the Traps

There have been big numbers of western
birds across both the Riverina and par-
ticularly  Southwest  Slopes  as  reported
in the above article. 

Some interesting sightings over the last
few months have been: 
• painted  firetails  nesting  near  Jeril-

derie, painted firetails are a finch that
is normally found in central Austra-
lia.

• Two Brolgas near Tarcutta.

• Glossy Black Cockatoos in the Nan-

gus- Bethungra area and evidence of
them  feeding  on  a  site  near  How-
long.

During  the  bird  and  reptile  surveys
we have been lucky enough to see some
interesting  mammals  such  as  yellow-
footed antechinus and fat-tailed dunnart,
including a close encounter with a com-
mon  wombat,  who  was  sleeping  in  a
small cave in a rocky outcrop.

Luckily I had a camera in my pocket
when we disturbed this common wombat

Staff Profile
The idea of having a staff profile is so
you can get to know some the many
people who are part of David Linden-
mayer's research team.

Sachiko Ellicott

It was the hardest decision I had ever
made to leave all my friends and fam-
ily  in  Japan  and  come  to  Australia,
where  I  knew  no  one,  to  study  a
Bachelor of Environmental Science. 

Sachiko inspecting wombat burrow
near Tarcutta 

In Japan I worked as a senior flight
attendant  with  Japan  Airlines.
Although  I  enjoyed  working  for  the
airline, I had become more and more
interested in environmental issues and
enthusiasm had grown to conserve our
natural  environment  and  wildlife.  I
finally came to Australia in February
2004 to study my degree with the Uni-
versity of Newcastle.

After completion of my degree, I moved
to  Sydney  where  I  worked  as  a  bush
regenerator for a year, and then moved
to Gundagai since my husband Andrew
(We met in Newcastle) got posted to a
full-time position as a music teacher at
the High School.  This happened just 2
days  after  we  got  married  in  March
2008. This is why I am here in Gunda-
gai and have luckily been pursuing my
career in David’s research team.

My current role within the team is con-
ducting field  work such as reptile  and
vegetation surveys and helping manage
databases.

Further information
For any further information or gen-

eral inquiries, please phone us, drop us
an email or call in and see us.

Gundagai Wildlife Information
Centre - Ph. 02 69 444 586

Mason Crane
Ph. 0427770594
 masoncrane@yahoo.com

Rebecca Montague-Drake
Ph. 042777602
becmd@westnet.com.au

Damian Michael
Ph.042770595
damianmichael@optusnet.com.au

For information on projects and pub-
lications check out David Lindemayers
home page http://cres.anu.edu.au/peo-
ple/userprofile.php?user=davidl

Thanks to:  

 


