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Spreading the Word
In a recent international study the ANU
was ranked fourth in the world when it
came to productivity (based on publica-
tions  and  citations)  in  ecological
research, to which our research team is
the major contributor. We even ranked
higher than Harvard in the US: 

Deniliquin visit of
Photographic Exhibition 

On the 13th of  June the Woodlands
exhibition  was  launched  at  the
Deniliquin library. Damian gave a talk
and  presented  a  copy  of  our  book
“Woodlands  –  a  disappearing  land-

scape” to the library. From all reports it
was a great evening.

Wee Jasper Adventure Camp

 Last March I was lucky enough to be
invited to give a talk and take a spot-
light walk at the Wee Jasper Adventure
Camp. It was a combined camp of Wee
Jasper, Rugby, Adjungbilly, Rye Park,
and Reid's Flat Primary Schools. Even
though we didn't  see much other than
some  kangaroos  and  a  leg-less  lizard
we all still had a great time. 

If  you  are  thinking  of  conducting  a
similar activity at your school,  we are
more then happy to help out with talks
or by offering expertise when we can.

Seeing what's in the back
paddock

During  the  last  spotlight  survey land-
owners took the time to come out with
ANU staff to see for  themselves what
nocturnal  critters  were  getting  about
their back paddocks such as Brushtail
Possums  (see  picture).  Thanks  to  all
that  came  out  (always  good  to  have
someone  to  open  gates!!)  and  always
feel free to come out on any of our sur-
veys.

G'day all and welcome to our third issue of 'Welcome to the
Wildside'. This newsletter is put out by David Lindenmayer's
research team at the Australian National University. It is our
aim to ensure that all  our research partners,  such as your-
selves, are up to date with our work around the area.

Since the last newsletter the team has again been busy from
catching critters at Jervis Bay to bush bashing for birds  at
Marysville to lugging sleepers at Moulamein. Rebecca even
found time to give birth to her first child, baby Flinders. 

In November we completed our seventh bird survey in the
Nanangroe Study, the first in 1998. Rebecca  has also been
flat out setting up 107 new sites in Murray Riverina Area,

with the help from a few lackeys (Chris, Damian,  Lachie,
Kim (my Mum) and myself). These new sites will now be
surveyed in conjunction with  the 205 restoration study sites
in the Southwest Slopes. This gives us 312 study sites from
Swan Hill to Albury then up to Temora. In April we spot-
lighted all 312 sites and in June we surveyed them for birds.

We have also continued our communication activities giving
talks at the Leeton birdfair and to other groups. David in the
last six months has authored another three books and at least
another six scientific papers. 

Mason Crane
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April Spotlighting for the
SW Slopes and Murray

Riverina Studies

Last April we spotlighted the 300 plus
sites in the Southwest Slopes Restora-
tion  and Murray Riverina Studies. Pos-
sum wise we had the usual suspects the
common  brushtail  possums,  common
ringtail possum and the elusive squirrel
glider  (see picture). We also spotted a
few night birds as well, Boobook owls
and Tawny Frogmouths being the most
common, followed by Owlet Nightjars
and Barn Owls.

In the Southwest Slopes we found vir-
tually no possums in the tree planting
sites. In the  remnant woodlands brush-
tails and ringtails were roughly as abun-
dant as each other but  neither were par-
ticularly  common.  Squirrel  Gliders
again proved hard to find, however they
were found on three new sites around
Cookadinia and Pulley Top.

In the Murray Riverina Study Brushtail
Possums  were  the  dominant  possum
found with one or two records of ring-
tails and one sugar glider heard calling.

The  travelling  stock  routes  generally
had  the  highest  diversity  of  nocturnal
animals, while brushtail possums were
more common in remnant patches that
had  been  enhanced  with  plantings  of
shrubs, particularly in Black Box rem-
nants. 

Mason Crane

Nanangroe Birds
November 2007

Last year's Nanangroe bird survey con-
tinued  to  uncover interesting findings.

Red-capped robins  (see picture) turned
up  in  many  sites,  particularly  on  the
edge of  the pine plantation.  This is  a
bird that we have only recorded in this
landscape  on  one  or  two  occasions
before. We also had our first two rec-
ords  of  turquoise  parrot   one  pair  in
remnants in the plantation and one on
private  property.  Another  interesting
find was a red-backed kingfisher, a spe-
cies normally found in the far western
plains and mallee country

Mason Crane

SW Slopes and Murray
Riverina Studies winter

bird survey

Late May to early June our research
team completed our winter bird survey
of the 300 plus sites in the SW Slopes
and  Murray  Riverina  project.  There
seemed to be a bit  more flowering in
the eucalypts than last winter, however
the  trees  still  seemed  to  be  suffering
from  the  dry  conditions.  This  again
resulted  in  few  honeyeaters  and  lor-
rikeets etc.

The highlights of the survey was the
many new western birds such as white-
winged  fairy  wrens,  yellow-throated
miners and bluebonnets etc. It was also
great to see many birds using tree plant-

ings and understorey plantings in exist-
ing remnants. 

In  the  winter  months  many  of  the
small birds form mixed species feeding
flocks,  which are  a  real  bonus if  you
encounter  one  during  your  survey.  In
one tree planting near Tarcutta (see pic-
ture)  I  came  across  a  mixed  feeding
flock containing 10 birds species (red-
capped robin, double-barred finch, dia-
mond firetail, speckled warbler, south-
ern white-face, superb fairy wren, yel-
low  and  yellow-rumped  thornbills,
white-plumed  and  yellow-faced  hon-
eyeaters).  If  that  wasn't  interesting
enough  a  collared  sparrow  hawk-
bombed the group of birds unsuccess-
fully. I guess the strategy of feeding in
big groups with many eyes looking out,
paid off this time.

Mason Crane

Critter Files: The Little
Red Flying Fox

The little red flying fox moves into the
Southwest Slopes and Riverina in late
spring - early summer. The reason for
their visit is to feed on the flowers and
buds  of  eucalypts,  however  this  time
also  coincides  with  the  ripening  of
stone fruit in the area. They are noctur-
nal and roost throughout the day in big
colonies  often  on  the  edge  of  water-
ways.

What Can I Do?

• Protect existing remnant trees.
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• Plant eucalyptus trees in your gar-
den or property(spotted gum, yel-
low  box  and  river  redgum  are
often used to feed in).

•  Avoid the use of barb on top wire
as they often get entangled, mainly
in  places  close  to  water  or  hill
tops.

The Devil’s Rope
Following a patent by a United States
farmer  in  1874,  barbed  wire  (or
‘devil’s  rope’  as  it  quickly  became
known by Native Americans) ushered
in a new, cost-effective era of carving
up lands suitable for grazing into pad-
docks all over the world. 

In Australia,  barbed wire,  together
with  the  development  of  watering
points and ring-barking, allowed Aus-
tralian farmers to  drastically  increase
stock numbers over a relatively short
time-frame. For instance, sheep num-
bers in Australia grew by over 500%
in the years between 1860 and 1890.
While  no-one  can  say  how  much
barbed wire currently exists in Austra-
lia,  estimates  from  John  Pickard,  a
leading authority on the subject from
Macquarie  University,  suggests  that
‘tens  of  millions  of  kilometers  of
fencing  subdivide  the  landscape’,
much  of  it  barbed.  Indeed,  in  a
national survey in which he recorded
fence  details  at  3642  sites,  Pickard
found that 78% of fences had barbed
wire. And the amount of barbed wire
in  the  landscape  is  growing,  with
about 50,000 km erected every year to
keep  stock  away from  planted  trees,
remnant  vegetation  and  waterways.
But all of  this has not  come without
cost to native wildlife. 

Carol  Booth  (author  of  the  Draft
Barbed Wire Action Plan 2007) esti-
mates  that  somewhere  between
100,000  and  1  million  animals

become tangled  in  barbed  wire  each
year.  The uncertainty associated with
these figures can be attributed to  the
kilometres  of  fencing  which  are  not
regularly checked by humans, the fact
that many tangled animals are proba-
bly  ‘picked  off’  by  predators  soon
after becoming entangled and the fact
that, until recently, there has been no
formal reporting mechanism.

To  date,  more  than  70  species  have
been  reported  as  victims  of  barbed
wire entanglement.  In our local area,
more than 35 species have been iden-
tified as being at risk. Some types of
animals  are  particularly  prone  to
becoming tangled, including:

• nocturnal animals;

• animals  with  flying  or  gliding

membranes, such as bats and glid-
ers (indeed of Australia’s 6 species
of gliders, 5 are regularly reported
as being entangled), 

• animals that fly low to the ground

to conserve energy, such as some
owls,

• animals  that quickly swoop down

to catch prey, such as raptors,

• animals that have established flight

paths between feeding and roosting
areas, such as flying foxes, 

• large  waterbirds,  that  have  long,

trailing  legs  during  take-off  and
landing such as brolgas, and 

• finally,  large,  flightless  animals

that cannot effectively get through
tight  barb  wire  fences,  such  as
emus and wallabies. 

Entanglement often results in death of
the animal as, in its panicked state, it
will struggle violently thus doing itself
more  damage,  such as  broken bones
and ripped membranes.  Animals such
as wallabies and bats even try to chew
through barb wire, doing horrific dam-
age  to  their  mouths.  Even  if  they
escape,  many animals  die  from later
wound  infection  and  dehydration,
while injuries sustained (such as dam-
age to gliding membranes, which can-
not  be  repaired  or  regrown)  ensure
that  the  animal  is  permanently
impaired  in  its  ability  to  forage  for
food or avoid predators.

Barb wire can be more of a menace to
wildlife in some parts of the landscape
than  others.  Entanglement  ‘hotspots’
often  occur  around  wetlands,  creeks
and  rivers,  around  food  or  roosting
trees, areas between paddock trees and
patches  of  native  vegetation,  and
along ridgelines. Indeed over the sum-
mer months, several Little Red Flying
Foxes were rescued and/or euthanased
from the barb wire fence which sepa-
rates  the  Murrumbidgee  River  from
the Gundagai Common. This area has
all the characteristics mentioned above
for  being  an  entanglement  hotspot
(e.g.  being  next  to  a  waterway,  and
separating a roosting area from a feed-
ing area). 

While  all  of  the  above  seems  like
doom  and  gloom,  there  are  many
positive  steps  that  landholders  and
other interested individuals can do to
make  a  difference  and  lessen  the
impact that barb wire fencing can have
on our wildlife. These include:

Replacing barb wire with plain fenc-
ing wire (particularly the top strands).
If this is not possible, the top strands
of barb wire can be covered using 25
mm polypipe (a splitter and applicator
tool is even available from the CMA);

Increasing the visibility  of  barb  wire
by  hanging  objects  off  the  fence.
Carol  Booth  states  that  landholders
have tried objects from aluminum pie
dishes  to  old  CDs  to  electric  fence
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tape-  anything shiny or  that  moves  in
the wind will work! 

Moving  barb  wire  fences  away  from
ridgetops and waterways;

Constructing new fences using ‘wildlife
friendly  fencing’  (stock-proof  fences
can  be  constructed  using  multi-strand
high tensile plain wire or a combination
of high tensile wire and ring-lock; elec-
tric  fences  may  also  be  an  option
although  careful  design  is  needed  to
ensure that stock control is effective);

Do  your  research  before  conducting
fencing.  There is a widespread percep-
tion  that  plain  wire  costs  more  than
barbed wire (and while it may have in
the past, currently, plain wire is cheaper
than barbed wire);

Furthermore, it takes longer to run out
barbed wire than plain wire. Record any
entanglements you see on the website:
http://www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com
/fencing_form.htm This  site  seeks  to
improve  knowledge on  the  extent  and
patterns of wildlife entanglements.

Rebecca Montague-Drake

About the Traps

The winter migrants are here including
Flame  Robins,  Golden  Whistlers  and
some of the honeyeaters. There seemed
to  be  a  few more  honeyeaters  around
this  winter  than  last,  probably  due  to
more flowering in the eucalypts thanks
to some summer rainfall.

Over the summer we saw the return
of the little red flying fox as they usu-
ally do, however this season they were
in much larger numbers  than what  we
have seen in a while. Hopefully this is a
good sign as they have been reported to
be declining.

Congratulations

Congratulations  to  Rebecca  and  her
husband Josh on the birth of Flinders.
He was born in Wagga Wagga on the
13 June, weighing in at 7lb.

 

Staff Profile
The idea of having a staff profile is so
you can get to know some the many
people who are part of David Linden-
mayer's research team.

Rachel Muntz

I  was  brought  up  in  the  Lake  Mac-
quarie region of NSW, but moved to
Canberra for university, where I stud-
ied French and linguistics. After sev-
eral years living and working (mainly
in universities) in Wales (where I have
family) and Canada, I returned to Can-
berra 18 months ago and started work-
ing with the Lindenmayer group. 

My  role  is  as  administrator  and
research assistant. I work across all six
of  the group's  major  research studies

in the ACT, Victoria and NSW, making
sure the paperwork behind each project
gets done. I also help with communicat-
ing the findings of our studies, whether
it  be  though  producing  brochures  for
landholders, posters for schools, DVDs
for Landcare groups, research papers for
academics or reports for government or
funding bodies.

It's always a highlight when I get to go
on field trips with the survey team - I'm
in constant awe of  the knowledge and
passion my colleagues have for the land
and its plants and animals.  One of  the
best things about my work is knowing it
has  a  positive  impact  at  ground level.
When  the  pile  of  paperwork  gets  too
high, that keeps me going!

Further information
For any further information or gen-

eral inquiries, please phone us, drop us
an email or call in and see us.

Gundagai Wildlife Information
Centre - Ph. 02 69 444 586

Mason Crane
Ph. 0427770594
 masoncrane@yahoo.com

Rebecca Montague-Drake
Ph. 042777602
becmd@westnet.com.au

Damian Michael
Ph.042770595
damianmichael@optusnet.com.au

For information on projects and pub-
lications check out David Lindemayers
home page http://cres.anu.edu.au/peo-
ple/userprofile.php?user=davidl

Thanks to:  

 


