
Welcome to the 
Wildside 

G’day all and welcome to 

the seventeenth issue of 

‘Welcome to the Wildside’. 

This newsletter is pro-

duced by David Lin-

denmayer’s research team 

at the Fenner School of 

Environment and Society, 

The Australian National 

University. It is our aim to 

ensure that all of our re-

search partners, such as 

yourselves, are up to date 

with our work. 

Over the last 6 months the 

team has been conducting 

vegetation and reptile sur-

veys in the Grazing study, 

vegetation and spotlight 

surveys in the Nanangroe 

study and spotlight sur-

veys across the SWS Res-

toration study. 

An interesting finding 

over the last 6 months was 

2 records of wallaroos in 

the SWS Restoration 

study, a first for this 15 

year old study. I wonder if 

the wallaroo will be the 

next large marsupial to 

expand it’s range further 

west and join the wom-

bats, eastern grey kanga-

roos and black wallabies 

that have all seen popula-

tion growth and expansion 

over the course of our 

study. 

Over the next 6 months 

we will be back into bird 

and reptile surveys, and are 

keen to see how things are 

tracking. So those involved 

in the SWS Restoration, 

Nanangore and Grazing 

studies, we look forward to 

talking to you soon.  

Greetings from the Editor (Mason Crane) 

We have almost complet-

ed our 9th spotlight sur-

veys for the Nanangroe 

Natural Experiment. This 

time, we were excited 

about finding ‘the Great-

er Glider (Petauroides vo-

lans)’ in the East Bun-

gongo State Forest. Be-

fore, we had only a few 

records of the species, 3 

in 2001 and 1 in 2006 and 

2011. As Greater Gliders 

are distributed at higher 

altitude areas, in typically 

wetter forest environ-

ments, it is pretty rare to 

detect them in our wood-

land dominated studies. 

Another important rec-

ord was ‘the Powerful 

Owl (Ninox strenua)’, 

which is vulnerable in 

NSW and also known to 

prey on the Greater Glid-

er. The call was heard 

from the pine plantation 

where quite a few scat-

tered Eucalyptus trees exist 

among pine stands.  

As both species were de-

tected quite close to each 

other, I hope the Greater 

Glider didn't end up as the 

owls dinner!! 

Nanangroe Spotlighting 2015 (Sachiko Okada) 
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White form of the Greater 

Glider (Esther Beaton) 



Just about finished our 7th 

spotlight survey across the 

SW Slopes. By doing repeat 

surveys exactly along the 

same transects, starting in 

2002, we are slowly putting 

together a great long-term 

data set. Given fluctuations 

in rainfall and corresponding 

fluctuations in wildlife, this 

type of  work is the only way 

we can measure how our 

wildlife populations are trav-

elling. As the data have not 

been entered yet, we can’t say 

for sure if  numbers are 

down or up, but it did seem 

owls were down and foxes 

and cats were still close to 

the peak they experienced in 

2013. 

Interesting sightings for this 

round of  surveys include: 

 Wallaroos recorded on-

site near Tumblong and 

Gundagai, a first for 

the study and a bit SW 

of  where they are usu-

ally seen. 

 As plantings are getting 

older (> 30years old) 

we are starting to see 

possums and gliders 

using them more 

often, but only if  

paddock trees or 

remnants  are 

close by. 

 Grey Headed Fly-

ing Foxes were 

recorded on two 

sites near Howlong, this 

is a first on our sites, 

however they were spot-

ted off-site on one of  our 

farms near Gundagai and 

on-site in the nearby 

Nanangroe study in 2013. 

 Thea also had a rare 

glimpse of  a Squirrel 

Glider carrying green 

gum leaves with its tail to 

its tree hollow. 

SW Slopes Restoration Study Spotlighting 2015 (Mason Crane) 

The other exciting product is 

our new booklet, Reptiles of the 

Box Gum Grassy Woodland. 

As usual the team has been 

busy producing numerous sci-

entific papers over the last six 

months and has finalised two 

new communication products.  

Together with the Riverina and 

Murray LLS, we now have the 

Scattered Paddock Trees 

Youtube Clip up and running, 

which can be found on the Riv-

erina Local Land Services 

Y o u t u b e  c h a n n e l .           

https://youtu.be/f-eO_caF4ko                  
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New communication products 
(Mason Crane) 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Wallaroo (Esther Beaton) 
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Aggressive. Territorial. Colonial. 

Noisy. Ask landholders what 

bird fits this description and they 

need one guess; Noisy Miner. 

This iconic honeyeater is found 

from coastal plains to tablelands 

and favours open timbered areas 

and edge habitats. As such, 

Noisy Miner has benefitted from 

changes in vegetation following 

European settlement including 

habitat fragmentation, altered 

fire regimes and reduction in 

understorey vegetation by graz-

ing livestock. 

Miners dominate in large groups, 
working together for breeding 
and territory defence. They ag-
gressively attack and eject birds 
of similar or smaller size from 
their colonies. As a result, Noisy 
Miners have been demonstrated 
to limit the feeding, breeding, 

population size, and ability to dis-
purse of woodland bird species. 
Species impacted include the en-
dangered and threatened Regent 
Honeyeater, Swift Parrot, Hood-
ed Robin, Grey-crowned Babbler 
and Diamond Firetail. As such, 
Noisy Miners are listed as a key 
threatening process under the 
federal legislation. Additionally, as 
Miners exclude smaller birds, in-
sects build up into large infesta-
tions which can lead to crown 
dieback.  
 
While this sounds dire, there are 

ways to reduce influence of Noisy 

Miners. These include revegetat-

ing to increase patch size, con-

nectivity, shrub density, and re-

ducing grazing and fire. In some 

cases removal of Noisy Miners by 

culling may be necessary. Culling 

is a very specific and cost effec-

tive means of abating Miner im-

pact. Noisy Miners are a protected 

species and may only be culled 

with a permit. Removal of Miner 

has shown small birds return 

quickly and as they decrease popu-

lations of insects, tree health im-

proves. Direct control requires 

monitoring to determine whether 

it has a measurable biodiversity 

benefit. Richard Beggs has recently 

begun a PhD study with ANU to 

further investigate the effects of 

culling of Noisy Miner. He will be 

undertaking his field research with-

in the south-west slopes area. 

 Noisy Miner Study (Thea O’Loughlin) 

In mid-March the team con-

verged on Wodonga to under-

take a course in venomous snake 

handling. Although team mem-

bers have been handling snakes 

for over 20 years, the course was 

an opportunity to brush up on 

techniques, legislation, first aid 

and work health safety require-

ments regarding handling 

snakes.  

The team first wrangled a few 

(realistic!) rubber snakes. Non-

live examples were important to 

practice use of snake tongs and 

pinning stick. Pinning restrains 

the snake to the ground by the 

back of the head, allowing it to 

be picked up. The team then 

moved on to tailing and hooking 

live snakes. Each member of the 

team was able to handle and bag 

over a dozen species of snakes, 

including; Inland Taipan, Death 

Adder, Mulga and a wild-caught 

Tiger Snake. The range of snakes 

encountered and the exercises 

undertaken allowed the team to 

safely compare how each be-

haved, how fast they moved, and 

also how to extract a snake from 

behind furniture. 

As the saying goes - Don’t try this 

at home! This course was under-

taken under guidance of a profes-

sional. It’s strongly recommended 

that you do not attempt to interact 

with snakes.  

Hands on tails: Snake training for the team (Thea O’Loughlin) 

A native bully (ZoeFondue on Flickr) 

Mason safely tails a 1.5m Blue-

bellied Black Snake  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/zoefondue/6270776969/


 August – September - Reptile surveys for 

Nanangroe and Grazing Study 

 October– Spring bird surveys SWS Study 

 November—Spring bird surveys Nanangroe 

and Grazing Studies 

For any further information or general inquiries, 

please phone us or drop us an email. 

Mason Crane 

Phone: 0427770594 

E-mail: mason.crane@anu.edu.au 

 

Damian Michael 

Phone: 0427770595 

E-mail: damian.michael@anu.edu.au 

 

Daniel Florance 

Phone: 0400682789 

E-mail: daniel.florance@anu.edu.au 

 

Sachiko Okada 

Phone: 0417451834 

E-mail: sachiko.okada@anu.edu.au 

 

Thea O’Loughlin 

Phone: 0427777602 

E-mail: thea.oloughlin@anu.edu.au 

Thanks to 
 
Murray Local Land Services 

Riverina Local Land Services 

The Australian Government’s 
Environmental Stewardship Program 

Further Information Planned field surveys for the 
next 6months 
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Native Forb Enhancement Grazing Trial   (Dan Florance) 

Greening Australia. and planting 

commenced following the recent 

winter rainfalls around the Booro-

wa/Cowra region. 

Forbs success will be monitored 

over the next few years to guide 

future planting programs. We 

wish to investigate under which 

grazing regimes it is suitable to 

include these species of 

forbs in plantings and 

habitat enhancement pro-

jects, and whether species 

recruitment may occur of 

its own accord under cer-

tain grazing practices. The 

success of both propagat-

ed tubestock and hand 

dispersed seed will be in-

vestigated.   

Planting has commenced on a 

new revegetation trial in collab-

oration with Greening Australia. 

Native grazing sensitive forbs/

wildflowers are to be planted 

out under different grazing re-

gimes to test the effect of live-

stock grazing on the establish-

ment and persistence of planted 

forbs in Box Gum Grassy 

Woodland. Stewardship grazing 

(no graze in spring and sum-

mer), continuous grazing, rota-

tional grazing and livestock ex-

clusion will all be investigated.  

Tubestock and seed of Variable 

Plantain (Plantago varia), Bulbine 

Lily (Bulbine bulbosa) and Yam 

Daisy (Murnong) (Microseris lan-

ceolata) have been propagated by 

It is anticipated that findings 

from this study will guide both 

the future planting of these spe-

cies, but also the viability of re-

establishment of threatened flora 

species such as the Yass Daisy 

through planting. We thank 

Greening Australia for their con-

tribution of plants, equipment 

and labour in this new trial. 

Nicki Taws from GA, guarding new seedlings 


