
Welcome to the 
Wildside 

G’day all and welcome to 

the 12th issue of ‘Welcome 

to the Wildside’. This news-

letter is produced by David 

Lindenmayer’s research 

team at the Fenner School 

of Environment and Socie-

ty, Australian National Uni-

versity. It is our aim to en-

sure that all our research 

partners such as yourselves 

are up to date with our 

work. 

Another year is almost over 

and didn’t it go quick. Over 

the last six months the 

team  have been hard at it, 

surveying reptiles, birds and 

vegetation across the 

woodland stewardship 

study, the Murray Biodiver-

sity study, the Nanangroe 

Plantation study and others. 

Since the last newsletter in 

June, across our woodland 

studies, we have surveyed 

800 sites for birds repeating 

it twice), 540 sites for rep-

tiles, spotlighted 180 sites 

for possums and gliders, 

and carried out vegetation 

surveys on 550 sites.  

It has been a fascinating year 

for the team, as we are starting 

to see some real changes in 

wildlife across our long-term 

monitoring studies. We contin-

ue to pick up new and interest-

ing creatures for the projects, 

such as the Little Whip Snake. 

Thanks again to all our part-

ners across our projects and if 

you haven’t got one of our 

calenders yet, give one of us a 

call. From the entire research 

team have a merry Christmas 

and happy new year.  

Greetings from the Editor (Mason Crane) 

In many parts of Austral-

ia the introduced Indian 

myna or common myna 

has decimated local bird 

populations. This hyper 

aggressive bird will not 

only kill nestlings but also 

drive out possums and 

gliders from their tree 

hollows. This year is the 

first year we have record-

ed this species in the 

Murray Catchment area, 

which is a major concern. 

It has been found on 

properties near Howlong, 

Corowa, Oaklands, Berri-

gan, Finley, Deniliquin 

and Moulamein.  

While populations are 

small it is possible to 

eradicate this species. 

Many community groups 

elsewhere are working to 

limit their impacts. For fur-

ther info checkout these 

web sites.  

www.indianmyna.org/ 

www.indianmynaaction.org.au/ 
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snakes, combating males entwine 

and look ‘plaited’ with heads held 

high. Snakes of equal size usually 

take part in combats, whereas 

smaller snakes tend to flee with-

out confrontation. In the copper-

head, bodies are entwined but 

heads are kept apart.  

Mating on the other hand is very 

subdued. Mating occurs in spring 

when combat also occurs. Often 

mating snakes are a different size, 

males being larger in venomous 

species. Mating snakes are joined 

together towards the tail 

In recent months, many people 

have mentioned witnessing snakes 

which were entwined and pre-

sumed they were mating. This 

article describes the difference 

between mating behavior and rit-

ual combat.  

Ritual combat between males 

has been reported in many Aus-

tralian snakes, including copper-

heads (pictured), black snakes 

(pictured), brown snakes and car-

pet pythons. Ritual combat is be-

lieved to be a strategy for forcing 

rival males to flee an area where 

there is a receptive female, 

not to defend a territory 

(most snakes have overlap-

ping home ranges). Combats 

are often relatively short, 

ranging from a few minutes 

to ½ hour and involve a lot 

of jerky movement. In black 
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Mating behavior and ritual combat in snakes 
(Damian Michael) 

The ANU team has had another 
interesting and successful year 
this year surveying the Environ-
mental Stewardship sites. In 
February the ANU team revisit-
ed the sites to see what vegeta-
tion changes had taken place 
since the 2010 Baseline survey. 
We found that overall perennial 
grass growth was greater in all 
catchments, and that there was 
high levels of tree regeneration 
in Stewardship sites. Later in the 
year our bird and reptile surveys 

revealed similar positive results 
with large numbers of significant 
woodland fauna, including the 
Pink-tailed Worm Lizard and the 
little known Dwyer’s snake, re-
flecting past good seasons. 

Thanks to everyone for your in-

volvement this year – and over 

the past 3 years. I really hope we 

can return in 2014 to complete 

another round of surveys. 

Woodland Stewardship Monitoring update 
(Geoff Kay) 

(connected by one of the male’s hemipenes 

‘reproductive organ’). Both snakes may re-

main motionless for lengthy periods and 

make rhythmical twitching movements. Oc-

casionally, mating snakes are joined by rival 

males, which attempt to bite the copulating 

male and fight other rivals while the mating 

pair remains motionless. After successful 

mating babies will start appearing between 

January and March. Black snakes are born in 

membranous sacs and emerge shortly after 

being laid  Brown snakes eggs take about a 

month to hatch. 

Highland 

Copperheads 

Red Bellied Black snakes 

Pink-tail Worm Lizard Aprasia 

parapulchella 



Through November the team has 

completed another round of bird 

surveys on the Nanangroe study. 

These sites include woodland 

patches surrounded by pine plan-

tation and woodland patches on 

neighbouring  farms.  

While formal analyses of data will 

not likely happen until 2013-2014,   

we seem to be seeing the bird 

populations within woodlands 

surrounded by pines become very 

predictable (eg. golden and rufous 

whistlers, yellow-faced hon-

eyeaters, brown thornbills, grey 

fantails, grey shrike-thrush, east-

ern yellow robins and blackbirds). 

As reported before the bird as-

semblage in these woodlands to-

day more resemble a forest bird 

community, particularly with the 

arrival of new birds into the sys-

tem such as the lyrebird, satin 

bower bird and eastern whipbird 

(recorded for the first time this 

survey).  

On the surrounding farmland this 

year we have seen the return of 

good numbers of little lorikeets 

and crested shrike-tits, a few su-

perb parrots and possibly a regent 

honeyeater (heard only). This is 

likely to be due in part to an in-

crease in tree canopy health and 

good flowering in white box trees, 

resulting from the breaking of the 

drought. 

2012 Nanangroe Birds 

Staff  Profile: Dan Florance 

Katherine. 

I worked in Native Bushland Res-

toration for a couple of years be-

fore moving to Cowra, NSW to 

take up a job with the Lachlan 

Catchment Management Authori-

ty where I worked closely with the 

ANU monitoring team on the 

Box Gum Grassy Woodland 

Stewardship Project for nearly 12 

months.  

About 6 months ago I joined the 

ANU team where I am still based 

in Cowra. Working with the ANU 

team has been very rewarding and 

The idea of the staff profile is so 

you can get to know some of the 

many people involved in our 

research team. 

After growing up in Armidale in 

northern NSW I moved to Syd-

ney where I studied and gradu-

ated with a Bachelor of Envi-

ronmental Science with Hon-

ours in 2010 from the Universi-

ty of Sydney. During my Hon-

ours year I undertook a field-

based study investigating the 

invasion of the cane toad into 

the arid zone of northern Aus-

tralia in cattle country, south of 

interesting, seeing some great 

parts of the country with some 

amazing bushland and fauna. I 

enjoy working with such a great 

bunch of inspiring landholders 

who are involved in our numer-

ous projects and who I am learn-

ing from along the way.  
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Eastern Whipbird 

The very rare Regent Honeyeater 



 June—Spotlighting SW Slopes and 

Nanangroe studies 

 June—Winter bird surveys SW Slopes Study 

 January– February—Grazing Study vegeta-

tion 

 

For any further information or general inquiries, 

please phone us or drop us an email. 

our railway sleepers west of Mou-

lamein and a Little Whip Snake 

Parasuta flagellum beneath tin near 

Merton. 

*Three Painted Honeyeaters 

(threatened species) recorded feed-

ing on grey mistletoe fruit in boree 

woodland between Conargo and 

Jerilderie.  

*Several sightings of Black Hon-

eyeater near Wanganella and 

Jerilderie. 

*Sightings of threatened Swift Par-

rots (nationally threatened) near St 

James - Boweya in NE Victoria. 

*A record of Giant Banjo Frog 

(critically endangered in Victoria) 

near Dookie-Cosgrove (nearest 

atlas record 

2012 marks the 4th survey of 

birds, reptiles and vegetation in 

the NSW Murray catchment 

since 2008, and the 3rd survey of 

birds, reptiles, possums, gliders 

and vegetation in the Victorian 

North East and Goulburn Bro-

ken catchments since 2010. 

Now, as we are interested in 

studying long-term changes in 

vegetation condition and wildlife 

we will resume surveys in 2014. 

Until then, we hope you have a 

great year in 2013. Some of the 

highlights from our surveys this 

year include: 

*Two new species of reptile rec-

orded in the Murray study. The 

Eastern Robust Slider Lerista 

punctatovittata detected beneath 

is Yarrawonga 70 km north). 

*Many sightings of threatened 

Purple-crown Lorikeets 

(threatened in NSW) in Victoria 

and NSW (Albury, Berrigan, De-

niliquin). 

*A pair of Bush Stone Curlews 

(endangered in NSW & Vic) sight-

ed on Lindifferon Lane, north of 

Deniliquin. 

*Sightings of Scarlet Honeyeaters 

in Chiltern and Baranduda. 

*Many sightings Indian Mynas  

Greater Murray Monitoring project update and significant sightings. 
(Damian Michael) 

Mason Crane 

Phone: 0427770594 

E-mail: masoncrane@yahoo.com 

 

Damian Michael 

Phone: 0427770595 

E-mail: damianmichael@optusnet.com.au 

 

Geoff Kay 

Phone: 0457770517 

E-mail: kay.geoffrey@gmail.com 

 

Daniel Florance 

Phone: 0400682789 

E-mail: daniel.florance@anu.edu.au 

Thanks to 

Further Information Planned field surveys for the 
next 6months 
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Eastern Robust Slider  


