
Welcome to the 
Wildside 

G’day all and welcome to 

the 11th issue of ‘Welcome 

to the Wildside’. This news-

letter is produced by David 

Lindenmayer’s research 

team at the Fenner School 

of Environment and Socie-

ty, Australian National Uni-

versity. It is our aim to en-

sure that all our research 

partners such as yourselves 

are up to date with our 

work. 

Again we have started off 

the year as usual, with lots 

of fieldwork. The team has 

been busy helping out on 

reptile and small mammal 

surveys at Jervis Bay and 

possum counts at Heales-

ville Vic.  

In the woodlands, we have 

been spotlighting in the 

North East and Goul-

burn Broken Catchments 

Vic, carrying out reptile 

and vegetation surveys in 

the  woodland steward-

ship study NSW and Qld 

and  the woodland graz-

ing study. We have also 

been checking nestboxes 

around Gundagai and the 

Hume Highway. 

In general it seems wildlife 

is doing well off the back of 

the recent wet years. Birds 

of all kinds seem to be 

abundant and have bred 

well. Fox numbers look like 

they may have peaked, but 

are still high and cat num-

bers seem to be still climb-

ing. While possum and glid-

er numbers are still good we 

may be seeing a bit of a 

drop off, could it be due to 

high feral predator numbers? 

It may not only be feral preda-

tors doing well, a Spotted 

Quoll (in picture) was found 

dead near Tumut. This may be 

a sign that there is a few about.  

Given the good conditions you 

never know what might turn 

up. So keep an eye out and if 

you find anything interesting 

let us know, it is always great 

to know what rare bush crit-

ters are kicking about. 

Greetings from the Editor (Mason Crane) 

The Common Dunnart is 

a small mouse-sized mar-

supial, pretty much a tiny 

version of the tassie devil 

or a quoll. The main dif-

ference between dunnarts 

and mice is that they have 

a pointy nose and teeth 

like a cat or fox.  

They eat lizards, insects 

and mice. They use fallen 

timber, rocks and dense 

shrubs as cover. 

We have turned them 

up during reptile sur-

veys around Boorowa, 

Cumnock, Wellington 

and Tentifield. General-

ly in places where there 

is a bit of rock cover and 

often hilly. Further west 

in the flatter country this 

species is replaced by the 

similar looking Fat-tailed 

Dunnart. 

Critter Profile: The Common Dunnart (Sminthopsis murina) 
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Through June the team has been 

busy conducting spotlight surveys 

in the Nanangroe study. These 

sites include woodland patches 

surrounded by pine plantation 

and woodland patches on neigh-

bouring  farms.  

As the plantation is now undergo-

ing thinning operations, we 

thought it would be an oppor-

tunity to see how wildlife respond 

to changes in the surrounding 

plantation and have increased our 

survey effort to annual surveys. 

While it is too early to see any 

effects from the thinning, gener-

ally we seen more feral cats than 

ever before and are still seeing  a 

lot of foxes. Possum and glider 

numbers did seem down a bit, 

but we will need to look more 

closely at our data, once it is en-

tered.  

2012 Nanangroe Spotlighting 

we are starting to see some 

interesting results.  We are see-

ing the average number of 

birds detected at each site, 

continuing to increase (shown 

in graph). We are also seeing 

many birds responding to in-

creases in woody vegetation, 

across the region, most posi-

tively, but some negatively 

such as the noisy miner. 

The study now is at a very in-

teresting stage and we look for-

ward to reporting new results 

as they emerge. 

This year will mark the eleventh 

year of the SW slopes restora-

tion study. The study was origi-

nally set up to examine how 

wildlife respond to tree planting 

on farms. Today the study is 

much more than that. Over a 

decade of wildlife monitoring, 

our team is in a unique position 

to begin to examine how wild-

life populations across the SW 

slopes are tracking and what 

may be causing any changes.  

While we are still in the early 

stages of examining our data, 
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How things are changing in the Southwest Slopes NSW 

2000 

2006 

2010 

Average number of bird species detected at each site 

Eg. extent of woody vegetation 

cover on farms near Ladysmith 

Feral cats at Cotway plantation 

http://www.listeningearth.com/LE/images/gallery/45BudgerigarCountry/45BudgerigarCountry04.jpg


300 school kids and other local 

residents recently attended the in-

augural Thurgoona Bioblitz, held 

over two days in May. The event, 

organised by the Slopes2Summit 

(S2S) partnership and the Wool-

shed Thurgoona Landcare Group, 

involved 36 wildlife surveys led by 

ecologists from Australian Nation-

al University and Charles Sturt 

Staff  Profile: Mason Crane 

ANU in 2000 overseeing the 

studies in the SW Slopes of 

NSW. Today  I live in Gunadagi 

with my wife Miriam and 3 chil-

dren Lillian 8, Bindi 6 and Gil-

bert 2. Together we run a bed 

and breakfast with my mother 

and run a few hundred Dorper 

ewes at our property near 

Coolac. 

I enjoy volunteering with our 

local bushcare group and at the 

old Gundagai Gaol, being a 

councillor on the Gundagai 

Shire and fishing when I get the 

The idea of the staff profile is so 

you can get to know some of the 

many people involved in our 

research team. 

Born and raised in Gundagai, I 

moved to Albury in 1997 to 

study a Bachelor of Applied Sci-

ence at Charles Sturt University. 

My first involvement with the 

team, at the ANU was as a vol-

unteer  helping set up the 

Nanangroe project in 1998.  I 

worked for 6 months with Na-

tional Parks in Kosciuszko and 

started payed work with the 

chance.  

After 12 yrs I still love my job, 

observing our fantastic wildlife, 

getting to see some amazing 

places and to meet and work 

with some great folks. 
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University. The surveys targeted 

birds, reptiles, amphibians, and 

mammals. Over 100 fauna species 

were seen over the two days, in-

cluding Black Falcon, Sloanes 

Froglet, and Squirrel Glider. The 

data has been uploaded into the 

Atlas of Living Australia. The 

event was funded by the Federal 

Government’s Caring for Our 

Country program, NSW Environ-

mental Trust, Albury Conservation 

Company, and CSU Green. For more 

information contact Sam Niedra (S2S 

Facilitator) – ph (02) 6051 9924, mob 

0448 806 256. 

Thurgoona Biodiversity Blitz (Sam Niedra) 

 Since late January the ANU 

monitoring team have again 

been busy traversing our large 

Environmental Stewardship 

study. The team visited more 

than 150 farms over 3 weeks of 

surveys and collected detailed 

vegetation information to see 

how woodland structure, species 

diversity and pasture condition 

have changed since our last sur-

vey in 2010. High average rainfall 

(including large-scale flooding in 

the south of NSW) has helped 

ensure there is plenty of pasture 

in the paddocks for us to record, 

but has also encouraged growth 

of some opportunistic and prob-

lematic weeds like fleabane and 

Coolatai grass. We are looking 

forward to sending all of our 

findings out to those farms in 

the Stewardship study in the near 

future so we can see how the 

sites have changed (if at all) from 

our last vegetation survey in 

2010.  

Monitoring vegetation change in the Woodland Stewardship Study  
(Geoff Kay) 



Jun- Nanangroe Spotlight Surveys 

Jun- Murray, North East and Goulburn  

 Broken Winter Bird Surveys. 

Aug-  Woodland Stewardship Reptiles 

Sep-  Murray, North East and Goulburn  

 Broken Reptile Surveys. 

Sep- Woodland Stewardship Birds and Reptiles 

(nth NSW/Qld). 

Sep-  Woodland Stewardship Reptiles. 

Oct- Woodland Stewardship Birds NSW. 

Oct- RTA and Junee Nestboxes. 

Oct-  Murray, North East and Goulburn  

 Broken Bird Surveys. 

Nov-  Nanangroe Bird Surveys. 

For any further information or general inquiries, 

please phone us or drop us an email. 

Albury. Over 300 people at-

tended and we recorded over 

100 wildlife species! 

 With the Murray CMA Damian 

and I presented some of our 

latest results at 2 information 

nights at Conargo and 

Savernake, on the 30 May and 1 

June. On 13 June I did the 

same with the Riverina High-

lands Landcare Group at Ade-

long.  

 During May Geoff conducted a 

paddock walk with students 

from the ANU, explaining the 

woodland stewardship study 

and issues in woodland man-

agement. 

Over the last 6 months the group 

has again been active communi-

cating the results of our research 

and raising environmental aware-

ness in our communities. 

 During Tumut’s Falling Leaf 

Festival in April I assisted the 

Tumut Wetlands Group con-

duct a bird walk and talk at 

the Tumut Wetlands. We saw 

over 35 species of birds, in-

cluding 4 Cormorant species.  

 On the 18-19th of May 

Damian and myself assisted 

the Slopes2Summit (S2S) 

partnership and the Wool-

shed Thurgoona Landcare 

Group conduct a Biodiversi-

ty Blitz at Thurgoona, near 
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Mason Crane 

Phone: 0427770594 

E-mail: masoncrane@yahoo.com 

 

Damian Michael 
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E-mail: damianmichael@optusnet.com.au 
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Thanks to 

Further Information Planned field surveys for the 
next 6months 

Damian showing off some preserved 

specimens at Conargo. 
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